
Teaching Philosophy  

I have been teaching art professionally to people between the ages of 13 and 83 since 1995.  

 

The core beliefs I've developed as a teacher are:  

1.My job as a teacher is to help students learn what they need to learn. Sometimes that's as 

simple as using the pottery wheel or learning about color theory but most of the time it involves 

something bigger than that. 

2. From and educational standpoint process will always trump product.  

3. Often, it's most important for me to keep my ears open and my mouth shut. 

4. The most important leaning that happens in my class room often doesn't involve art. 

5. It is not my job to give my students ideas but to help them to make their own idea's better than 

they ever dreamed possible.  

6. Students learn more through their hands then their ears. 

 

I believe what's most important for my students to learn is likely different for every student who 

walks into my studio. Trying to figure out what those needs are is my greatest responsibility. I 

use the visual arts as a vehicle for exploring the issues/concepts/ideas of: aesthetics, design, 

craftsmanship, communication, self-exploration, collaboration, community, historical context 

and our predisposition to celebrate and make special.  

 

It seems to me that many folks view schools as containers of wild hormonal adolescent chaos. 

They often give me looks of pity or sorrow or confusion when I tell them I teach in a public high 

school. In fact, when I step back and think about my day's at school I see them as nine or ten 

hour meditations in the art of remaining present. To do this job in any sort of authentic manner 

one must stay awake and open to what's really going on right in front of them at any given 

moment while maintaining an awareness of greatest need right here right now. It's the same sort 

of presence I need to maintain when I'm in my own studio making art. The time I get in these 

sanctuaries is both a gift and a practice that requires regularity of time and clarity of mind.  

 

"The tide will raise and lower all the ships in the harbor equally."  

 

By providing a supportive and engaging environment where students feel safe and are 

encouraged to take risks and know that they have the unconditional support and guidance they 

may need I hope to foster classes where students produce spectacular objects but also have a 

greater understanding of themselves, their muses and their place in the world.  
 

 


