
           Ceramics           

Fall 2015 

Mr. Putnam 

e-mail: bputnam@conval.edu   

: ConVal High School Arts    : @ ConVal_VPArts     : ConVal_VPArts  

                                                               : pinterest.com/cvhs2015Putnam/ 

Website/blog: https://putnaminthestudio.wordpress.com 

Visual & Performing Arts Center: http://convalvpac.org      

Welcome to Ceramics! 

A taste of clay and all the great it can be. 

The warnings: 

1. You will make a lot of mistakes.  

2. Pottery making can be an addictive practice.  Be careful. You’ve been warned.  

The promises: 

1. If you put in some effort….real effort, you’ll make some really cool things. 

2. You will screw up a lot of pots.  You will make a lot of mistakes. 

What I expect: 

1. Be kind (to each other, to me, to the studio) 

2. Be present (in mind and body) 

3. Be productive (with your time & your thoughts) 

What you can expect: 

1. A safe, supportive, caring environment (unconditionally) 

2. To be challenged in mind and body (this is a craft, an art and a philosophy that goes 

deeper than any single mug or bowl.) 

3. To be frustrated, excited, proud, surprised, disappointed, confused, happy….  
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Content ( the things you’ll make) 

Cups/Mugs, Bowls, Pots that pour, Pots that hold things, plates/trays, pots with lids, pots to 

hold and pots to look at, pots that are functional and pots that are sculptural,                            

tall pots, short pots, big pots, small pots, one pot, two pot, red pot, blue pot….. 

 

Skills (The things you’ll be able to do better when you leave.)   

How to work with clay * How to figure things out (aka. Problem solving) * How to talk about art 

(describe, analyze, interpret & judge) aka. Critique * How to write more effectively * How to 

develop an idea, revise, revise, revise, revise * How to read more actively * How to live an 

aesthetic life * How to better work in a group * Collaboration * How to teach.  

 

Feedback and Grades 

You will receive constant feedback from me, from other teachers, from each other and from 

other art students.  That feedback will come in the form of one on one conversations, small 

group conversations, whole class conversations, critiques, written feedback, and rubrics. The 

purpose of this feedback is to: 

Find out what you know Find out what you don’t know  help you to 

communicate what you know  Show you what you’re doing really well    

 Grades….. not so much……they’re silly……… competencies, that’s where it’s at! 

Major comptency areas include: design, construction, craftsmanship, surface decoration, 

critique, reflection,  

Final Portfolio: This is what you’re working towards.  A collection of your finest works that 

represent all the construction and decorating techniques we’ve covered, and maybe more.   

Redo or revision policy :  You are only limited by the time we have.  The expectation is that you 

will forever be revising, redoing, continueing to explore. All grades are fluid and working until 

the last day of the marking period.  

 


